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Dear Dr. Breig: 

I have not merely read, but studied with 
great interest, your “Analysis'* of the 
great encyclical of Leo XIII on the labor 
question, or, as we may well say, on the 
social question. I feel certain that a care- 
ful perusal of your little work will greatly 
facilitate a better and fuller appreciation 
of the wonderfully rich and pregnant pro- 
gram unfolded by the great Pope for the 
guidance of the Catholic world. How clear- 
ly he sets forth the tremendous import of 
the questions involved and how strongly 
he appeals to all concerned to lend a help- 
ing hand in the right solution of these 
paramount problems! 

Your analysis of Leo’s Catholic letter is 
fittingly followed by a shorter analysis of 
the Apostolic Letter of Pius X, which is, as 
he himself says, a strong “echo” of the 
world famous encyclical. Your method of 
setting forth the philosophical, moral and 
religious teachings of these pontifical docu- 
ments makes me wish that you would 
treat in a similar manner some of the other 
great social letters of Leo XIII and Pius X. 

May our Catholic men carefully study 
the following papal documents and derive 
therefrom not only a correct understand- 
ing of the great social questions of the jday, 
but also a strong encouragement to help 
in every way possible in bringing about 
the true Christian social reform pointed 
out by the Popes. 

I hope your work will attain the success 
which it so richly deserves. 

Sincerely yours, 

t S. G. MESSMER, 

Archbishop. 
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PREFACE 

The Encyclical of Pope XIII. “On the Condition of 
the Working Classes ” 1 is for every Catholic the authentic 
guide in matters pertaining to the Social Question. 

In spite of this fact my experience has convinced 
me that among our laboring classes many are familiar 
with only the name of the Encyclical and but few are 
in possession of a copy. Very few again are acquainted 
with the full text, and even of these a comparatively 
small number has a knowledge of its systematic ar- 
rangement. 

In order to increase the circulation of the Encyclical 
and make it better understood by our laboring classes 
I have assumed the task of publishing the complete text 
of the Holy Father according to a clear and well de- 
fined outline, giving a full analysis of the document. 

Considered as whole, the Encyclical apparently pre- 
sents only a bewildering treatment of a dry and tire- 
some subject with a number of seemingly unnecessary 
repetitions. 

The great difficulty in explaining the Encyclical con- 
sists in pointing out to the reader its divisions and sub- 
division in such a manner that he may be able to grasp 
clearly and thoroughly their meaning, their unity and 
coherence, and thus become enabled to use the entire 
work with the best results. Yet it is only by a thor- 
ough analysis of this systematic arrangement that he 
is enabled to realize the precious and ample contents 
of the Encyclical. 

Another question now is “How can the Encyclical be 
brought within the reach of every Catholic? How can 
its fundamental principles be impressed upon his 
mind ?” . The editor suggests the following plan : 

1 Rerum Novarum, May 15, 1891. 
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